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PLEASE READ EVERYTHING IN THIS PACKET CAREFULLY!!! 
 
Overview of Project & Due Date:  
 
There are two short stories to read, resulting in one writing assignment to be completed and turned in on 
the 1st day of school in September.  Even if you have English second semester, you will still turn in your 
assignment on the first day of school with everyone else. 
 
For this assignment, you should have received a book of Edgar Allan Poe’s short stories.  Your writing task 
will be to characterize a central character from both stories you select, comparing them—looking for 
similarities ONLY.  NOTE: (If by some chance you did not receive a novel, most of Poe’s short stories are 
available for free on the Internet if you do a quick search.)   
 

1. Select two stories (EXCEPT: The Tell-Tale Heart, Masque of the Red Death, Cask of 
Amontillado, & The Black Cat, which are covered in other levels of English.  It must be a 
story, NOT a poem like “The Raven” or “Annabel Lee.”) 

 
2. While reading, think about the central characters as if they were actual people in the 

world and characterize them, taking notes while reading. (NOTE: I don’t need to see 
your notes.) 
• Characterization is simply how an author uses different methods to make a character 

in a story seem like a “real” person.  They use methods such as describing a 
character’s: 
o Actions 
o Thoughts/motivations 
o Words (dialog) 
o Physical appearance 
o And by what other characters say or feel about them   

 
• Think about the above list as you read and take notes—what do the character’s 

actions, thoughts, motivations, words, appearance, and other’s characters thoughts 
about them teach us about the main character(s)?  What can we learn about them 
by observing these methods of characterization? 

 
 
3. Write a 2 to 3-page essay in which you use characterization to prove the characters’ 

similarities to each other.   
• In the body of your essay, you must use specific examples and evidence from the 

text to prove and support your claim.  
 
*If this seems like a difficult task, don’t worry!  You do this type of analysis all the time. 
Think about the last movie you saw: what did you think about the characters?  How would 
you explain the central character to a friend who hasn’t seen the movie?  You’d likely use the 
above methods of characterization to describe the character.  You can apply that same 
technique to the characters from your stories.  
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Here is the “official” essay prompt to help you create your claim or thesis 
statement: 

 
• In a 2 to 3-page essay, compare the ways in which the central characters from your two 

selected Poe stories are similar.  Consider all methods of characterization available in the 
stories, and be sure to support your claim (thesis) using appropriate details and evidence in the 
body of your essay. 

 
 

 
REQUIREMENTS: 

 
Your paper should contain/use: 
1. an introduction paragraph that has the thesis or claim as the last sentence in the paragraph 

 
2. at least 3 body paragraphs that all make a point supporting your thesis or claim 

 
3. a conclusion paragraph that pulls all of the points together. (The conclusion should not be just a 

summary, but instead answer the questions: So what? Why should the reader care about what you have 
written?) 

 
4. MLA style formatting, which includes: 

o Size 12, Times New Roman font & double-spaced 
o A proper heading with your name, teacher’s name, course name, & date in the upper left-hand 

corner, double-spaced 
o A fitting title 
o See the “Purdue O.W.L.” website for assistance with all things related to writing and MLA 

format: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_style_introduction.html 
 

5. Textual evidence, which means: 
o Using direct and/or indirect quotes from the story & paraphrasing… ALL of which need to be 

followed by proper internal citations.  To properly use textual evidence, see the information on 
the next page (page 4) that explains how to punctuate and place them in your writing, or 
consult the Purdue Owl link I’ve already listed in #4, above. 

o You should properly introduce your quotes/evidence, not just “drop it in” at the start of a 
sentence. Then, after including a quote or any paraphrased evidence, you must explain how the 
quote or evidence supports your thesis or claim. What in the quote or evidence, or what about it, 
proves to the reader that the thesis or claim is true?  Think like a detective and use the evidence 
to prove your case.  

 
6. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS ASSIGNMENT DOES NOT REQUIRE ANY SUMMARIZATION 

OF THE STORIES—JUST YOUR ANALYSIS OF THEM! 
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Rules for Using Textual Evidence & Internal Citations: 

 
1. If you’re using a Direct Quote from the text (Direct Quotes are another person's exact words—spoken or 

written down—incorporated into your own writing), use a set of quotation marks (“...........”) around the 
text you are quoting.  An INTERNAL CITATION must follow it* (see #3, below). 

 
2. If you are using an idea from the text, but you’re not using the exact wording, then no quotation marks 

are needed, but you still need an INTERNAL CITATION* because it’s not your own idea (see #3, 
below). 

  
3. Citation & Page Numbers:  
 *We use citations whenever we quote or use someone else’s words or ideas to avoid plagiarism. 
  Write the author’s last name and the page number(s) the quote is from in parenthesis at the end of the 
 sentence.  This is called an “internal citation.”  Then, place the END punctuation mark (period) after 
 you close the parenthesis.  See examples below for clarification: 
   
 Ex 1.  “Then he felt an impulse to cry aloud with joy, for he heard the sharp crackle of breaking  
  branches as the cover of the pit gave way” (Connell 234). 
 
 Ex 2.  “Tonight, it was dark and scary in the forest” (Milne 24). 
 
 *If there is a question mark (?) or an exclamation point (!) at the end of your direct quote, include it 
 before the parenthesis.  You must still put a period at the very end.  See example, below: 
 
 Ex 3. “I am so excited for summer to begin!” (Cruz 43). 
 
 
 
 
*If you have any questions over the summer, please email: kbianco@pittsgrove.net & you will usually get 
a response within a few days, if not sooner. Have a great summer!  Good luck! J 


